Wood Pallets

Operating Procedures for Trade Community Regarding
Implementation of the Wood Packaging Materials (WPM)
Regulation

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) has revised its import regulation for wood packaging
materials (WPM), 7 CFR 8§ 319. The final rule was posted in the Federal
Register September 16, 2004, with an effective date of September 16, 2005.

The regulation requires regulated WPM used in international trade to be treated
to kill harmful insects that may be present. WPM must be marked with the
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) logo, the two-letter International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) code for the country that treated the
WPM, the treatment facility number assigned by the national plant protection
organization, and either the abbreviation HT (heat treatment) or MB (methyl
bromide). The rule states that regulated wood packaging materials must be
marked in a visible location on each article, preferably on at least two opposite
sides of the article, with a legible and permanent mark that indicates that the
article meets the new requirements. Paper treatment certificates will no longer
be required or accepted. An example of an acceptable WPM mark is:
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XX represents the IS0 ceuntry cade,
000 represents the unique number assigned by the national plant pratection crganization,
Y'Y represents either HT for heat reatment ar MB Tar metlyl bramide Tumigatian,



